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Southern Garrett 

High School 

D A T E S  P A R E N T S  

N E E D  T O  K N O W :  

Oct 28-31— Senior Portraits 

Oct 29-Nov 2— National FFA Conven-

tion 

Oct 30— Tri-state Mathematics Compe-

tition at Allegany College 

Oct 30– Start of second quarter 

Nov 4— Parent Conferences 4-7:30 pm  

(make up is Nov. 11) 

Nov 6— Report cards sent home 

Nov 7—Real Deal for juniors (make up 

is Nov. 12) 

Nov 11-22— National Honor Society 

Canned Food Drive 

Nov 13— ASVAB Test 

Nov 14— Senior Panoramic and 

Graduation supply meeting 

Nov 14-15— Talent Show, 9 am student 

performances 

Nov 15— start of winter athletic prac-

tices 

Nov 15— Talent Show, 8 pm public 

performance  

Nov 22— Art II & IV Field Trip to Balti-

more 

Nov 27—Student Council Ram Rumble, 

12:15 Dismissal 

Nov 28-Dec 2—No School for Thanks-

giving Holiday 

Dec 3-4— Senior picture Make ups 

Dec 5-7— Theatre II presents Shrek: 

The Musical, 8 pm 

Dec 7— Senior Class Bingo at Elks 

Dec 10— Underclassmen pictures 

make up 

Dec 14— Winterball in cafeteria, 8 pm 

(make up is Dec. 21) 

Dec 20– 12:15 dismissal 

Dec 23-Jan 1—No School for Christ-

mas Holiday 

Jan 6-17 —High School Assessment 

testing window 

Jan 16– 12:15 dismissal  

Jan 20—School Closed Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr. Day 
 
Jan 15— End first semester (tentative) 

 

All dates are tentative due to closings 

and delays caused by inclement 

weather 

Financial literacy teacher Lisa Bender awarded Discover grant, USA 
Today features students in on-line video and future article 

When financial literacy teacher 
Lisa Bender received a $41,000 grant 
through the Discover Pathway to Financial 
Success which placed technology into the 
hands of financial literacy students across 
the county, she had no idea that her stu-
dents and their journey would be publi-
cized in the national news media. Discover 
chose Bender’s cohort from the hundreds 
of grants handed out last school year to be 
featured by the USA Today in a story and 
on-line video about financial literacy. 
 Four professionals from the USA 
Today and Discover’s advertising firm, 
Burson-Marsteller, visited the high school 
in early October to observe the financial 
literacy students and their teacher in ac-
tion. Students in the financial literacy 
course and the journalism class interacted 
with Hadley Malcolm, the 27 year old USA 
Today reporter who has written numer-
ous front-page stories and Jack Gruber, 
award-award winning photojournalist.  All 
four of the professionals agreed to Skype 
with students in the classroom in the fu-
ture. 
 “I couldn’t believe this opportuni-
ty was really happening,” Bender said. 
“While the experience was exhausting, it 
was also rewarding. It made me look back 
on the evolution of our financial literacy 
program in Garrett County Public Schools 
and tie it to national trends that were oc-

Financial literacy  
students gathered 
to commemorate  
classroom  
experiences after 
the visit from the  
Discover grant  
personnel and the 
national media. 

curring. It 
helped me see 
the big picture, 
and also rein-
forced in my 
mind that Gar-
rett County was 
doing the right 
thing by requir-
ing the credit.” 
 The 
grant provided 
for 30 iPads, a 
syncing cart, a syncing tray and two laptops 
at each high school. Funding for professional 
development and training for financial liter-
acy instructors was also included in the 
grant award.  
 Through the student use of iPads 
and digital instruction in the classroom, 
Bender has been able to frame her instruc-
tion to develop 21st century digital skills 
and teach digital citizenship. Students learn 
how to pay bills, track spending, create 
budgets and search for job openings utiliz-
ing mobile Apps. 
 Bender has been asked to write a 
guest blog for Discover’s website in Novem-
ber. The USA Today article should publish 
around that time and the video can current-
ly be found at   http://www.usatoday.com/
videos/money/personalfinance/2013/10/ 
07/2935341/.  
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“Great things 

happen for 

those who 

work.” 

School Messenger: Parent Communication Tool 

Garrett County Public School Community to 

Hear Results of Facility Study on October 28  
 Facility Engineering Associates, P.C. (FEA) will be sharing the results of the 
elementary school facility needs assessment and master plan study for Garrett County 
Public Schools (GCPS) on October 28, 2013 at the Community Aquatic and Recreation 
Complex (CARC) located at Garrett College in McHenry, Maryland. The event will take 
place in the new gymnasium. Doors will open at 6:15 p.m. and the presentation will 
begin at 7:00 p.m.  
 FEA was engaged by the school system to provide an in-depth study designed 
to provide information on the best options to cost-effectively meet the instructional 
needs of the students of Garrett County. In three years, declines in revenue and student 
enrollment have brought about reductions in the work force, the closure of three 
schools, and the elimination of programs. The school system estimates losses of 1.5 
million dollars for Fiscal Year 2015 due to Maryland’s Wealth Formula which is, in part, 
based on enrollment. Moreover, the school system will not have available $700,000 it 
received from a Legislative “Hold Harmless” initiative used to balance the current 
year’s budget.  
 Given the financial challenges ahead of the school system, the results of the 
study will provide data to help identify short- and long- term facility plans to meet the 
needs of the students enrolled in the school system. The scope of the study includes the 
assessment of elements required by the Code of Maryland Regulations (COMAR) 
13A.02.09.01 which governs school closings should the Garrett County Board of Educa-
tion be forced to move in that direction. The presentation is open to the public.  
Released under authority of the Superintendent of Schools  

School Messenger is a communications tool that will be utilized by the school system. 
We will be using School Messenger to communicate a number of items, ranging from 
school cancellations to announcements specific to your child’s class by way of' email, 
phone call or text. To utilize School Messenger you’ll need a parent portal account. To 
set up your contact preferences, follow these instructions: 

1.Log into the PowerSchool parent portal using your Single Sign On username 
and password.  
2. Click the Icon in the top right  
3. Choose Contact Manager  
4. Select the Contact tab  
5. Select the Edit button to the right of your child’s name.  
6. Once on the edit screen, you can select if you'd like to receive phone, email, or 
SMS.  
 a. Please verify that your email address and phone number are correct.  
 b. Please verify that you are receiving the proper communication types. 

 Mrs. Barbara Baker, Assistant Superintendent of Educational Services, would like 
to invite parents and community members to serve on a newly formed Curriculum Com-
mittee.  The committee will meet on the following dates from 10:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. in the 
board room at the central office: November 13, December 11, March 12, April 9 and May 
14. The first meeting was held on October 9th, where updates from each area of the 
school system's Master Plan were shared.  Subsequent meetings will address different 
areas of curriculum and instruction that may be of interest to the committee.  Parents and 
members of the community who would like to attend, please contact Mrs. Baker 
at barbara.baker@garrettcountyschools.org or by phone at 301-334-8937.   

Parent Members Needed on Curriculum Committee 
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Common Core State Standards 

Informational Meeting 
Allegany County is hosting a Common Core State Standards Pub-

lic Forum for Garrett County and Allegany County residents at 

Frostburg State University in Compton Science Center, Room 

226  on Thursday, November 14, 2013 at 7 pm. Highlights of the 

evening include will include remarks from Dr. Lillian Lowery, 

State Superintendent of Schools; Dr. David Cox, Superintendent, 

Allegany County; and Ray Leone, Maryland PTA President. Also, 

a teacher’s perspective on Maryland’s new academic standards 

will be featured. A question and answer opportunity will occur. 

Questions must be submitted in writing. The Maryland State De-

partment of Education and the Maryland PTA are proud to spon-

sor the 2013 Common Core State Standards Public Forums.  

New School Website Launched This Fall 
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 Not only is the Garrett County Public School 
System celebrating a new website address and de-
sign at http://www.garrettcountyschools.org/, but 

Southern Garrett 
High School's website 
has been revamped 
at http://
www.garrett 
countyschools.org/
southern-high.  
 Andrew 
Sauder, a 2008 gradu-
ate of Southern Gar-
rett High School and a 
2011 graduate of 
Frostburg State Uni-
versity, developed the 
system and designed 
the new web-
site.  Sauder is 
the Software Devel-

oper for DoTCom (Department of Tech-
nology and Communications) for Garrett 
County Public Schools and Garrett Coun-
ty Government.   
 "The website is clean, con-
sistent, and very professional. And the 
great thing about it is teachers will now 
have the ability to create their own web-
sites within this system," Web Design 
instructor Maria Zumpano said.  
 Zumpano maintains the school 
website for the high school. Suggestions 
or questions concerning the new school 
website can be addressed to maria. 
zumpano@garrettcountyschools.org. 

 State and Federal laws require that the 
Garrett County Board of Education provide free 
and appropriate educational programs for all 
children with disabilities living in Garrett Coun-
ty. Services which can be provided by the Board 
of Education include evaluation and direct ser-
vices in speech and language therapy, physical 
therapy, occupational therapy, developmental 
skills for preschools and academic help for chil-
dren of school age.  These services are provided 
through the Special Education programs to all 
students who qualify.  
 If you know of any individuals with a 
disability ages birth through twenty-one years of 
age who are not receiving educational programs, 
please contact:  

Child Find Announcement 

“The website 

is clean, 

consistent, 

and very  

professional. 

And the great 

thing about it 

is teachers  

will now have 

the ability to 

create their 

own websites 

within this 

system,"  

Web Design 

instructor 

Maria 

Zumpano 

said.  

Ms. Jennifer Kotulak 
Supervisor of Special Education  
Garrett County Board of Education 
40 South Second Street   
Oakland, MD  21550 
301-334-7655  
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Hello Parents!  While I have had the chance over the years to get to know 
many of you, I just wanted to take a moment to introduce myself for those of 
you who don’t know me. My name is Peggy Logsdon and I have been a 
school nurse (RN), here in Garrett County, for 20 years. I have been at South-
ern, in some capacity, for all 20. I am here fulltime this year. Please feel free 
to contact me if you have any health concerns about your child. 

Garrett County School system places a great emphasis on regular school at-
tendance; with this being said, as flu season begins we ask that if your child 
is too ill to be in school please keep them home. This helps us to keep our 
remaining student population as healthy as possible. If your child is running 
a fever, has associated achiness, and/or vomiting, they should be kept home 
until these issues resolve. 

According to our county’s medication policy, any student that carries an in-
haler or Epi-pen must have on file in the health room medical orders from 
your child’s doctor. I have noticed that many parents filled out the health 
form this year stating that their child is carrying one or the other, but I have 
no medical order on record. If you need the form, have your child come to 
the health room and I will be happy to provide one. 

Each year the individual schools perform vision and hearing tests on their 
students at specific grades or through teacher/parent referral. This is a 
basic screening for distance (blackboard use) and three different tones in 
each ear. At the high school level only new students and referrals are per-
formed. The last school screening your high school student would have re-
ceived was in the 8th grade.  If you feel that your child is having difficulty 
seeing the blackboard or hearing his or her teacher please send in a note 
with his or her name and what the concern is. I will screen them as soon as 
possible. 

Maryland state laws now permits schools to stock, and if needed, administer 
an Epi-pen by trained personnel. These stocked pens are for use in those 
who have an unknown/unidentified allergy and show signs and symptoms 
of experiencing a life threatening condition called anaphylaxis. We have sev-
eral trained staff that can administer the injection if the person displays cer-
tain evidence that they are experiencing anaphylaxis. If this situation would 
occur, 911 is always called and the person is transported to the hospital. 
While as a school we have tried to limit the chances of this event happening, 
if the situation were to arise, we are prepared to handle it. 

If you have any health related concerns or questions please feel free to con-
tact me or stop by my office. 

Peggy Logsdon RN, MSN 

(301-334-9447/9448) 

Health Room News 

Great 

teaching 

happens 

everyday at 

Southern 

High School!  

SGHS on the web:  http://www.garrettcountyschools.org/southern-high  
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