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THE STEERING WHEEL 

As my first year as the new director I would  
like to thank everybody for their dedication to 
insuring all students attending Garrett County 
Schools are provided a safe ride to and from 
school.  I’m very happy to be a part of the    
excellent pupil transportation services          
established here and will do my best to provide 
the resources and support needed for each 
and every one of you to continue to do so. I am 
pleased to say that the opening of school and 
the first quarter of the school year were very 
successful.  Over 3,700 GCPS students were 
delivered to school on a total of 62 regular   
education buses. 
 
Bus drivers and bus contractors are to be  
commended for their cooperation in working 
with the transportation staff to add new bus 
stops, adjust bus routes, and reporting         
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improvements to the routing directions. As    
always, the driver knows their route better   
than anybody else, we appreciate the feedback 
drivers and contractors provide to us.  
 
Drivers are reminded to keep their eyes on the 
bus door as students enter and depart the bus. 
The issue of student “dragging” has become a 
national problem with students being caught in 
the bus doors. Drivers please take heed in   
reminding yourself that your attention must be 
on every child that enters and departs the bus. 
Thank you for your attention to this most      
serious safety issue.  
 

Finally, October 19-23, 2015 was designated 

as School Bus Safety Week. The week was 

dedicated to honoring the many folks,           

especially our bus drivers and assistants, that 

make sure our students are delivered safely to 

school each and every school day. I believe 

that effort starts and stops with the bus drivers 

commitment, care and attention to each and 

every student on the bus. Thank you and 

please keep up the good work! 

     ~Rich 
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 Buster the School Bus is an outstanding school bus 

 robot for teaching the important lessons of school bus    

 safety. Buster is a fully animated remote controlled robot. 

 He moves, speaks, listens, plays audiocassette tapes, and   

 activates his lights all by remote control. With his stop arm 

 he has all the warning devices of a real bus. He can wink, 

 blink, and move his eyes, and with his smiling mouth he 

 presents a positive and friendly image to young and old 

 alike. We will be using Buster in the elementary schools for 

 bus safety.     

New addition to the school bus fleet 

 

If you smile when no one else is around, you really mean it. 

                        ~Andy Rooney 

Just a reminder that you 
should always be wearing 

your seatbelt. 

As a bus driver you may be in a position to witness  
teasing and harassment. You may also be aware of   
children who are isolated or frightened on your vehicle. 
Here, some common signs of bullying to look for: 

  Unexplained injuries 

  Reports loss of valuables including electronics,       

books or accessories 

  Frequently complains of headaches, stomach pain or 

feeling sick 

  Inflicting self harm 

  Loss of interest in talking with friends 

  Appears moody, sad, angry or anxious 

  Suddenly has fewer friends 

  Avoids certain places or seats on the bus 

  Noticeable change in behavior 

  Wants to sit close to the driver at the front of the bus 

  Wants to sit with the same "safe" student or close to 

that person 

  Avoids the aisle seat 

   

Recognizing the Signs of Bullying on the bus 

http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/authors/a/andy_rooney.html
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Using students as aides on the bus 

In accordance with the current GCPS Service        

Learning Plan, students will no longer be able to     

acquire service learning hours through bus activities. 

Roland Murphy, contractor of Bus 34 that served 

the Garrett County Public Schools for the past 30 

years, passed away on June 19, 2015.  

 
Blessed are those who mourn,  

for they will be comforted. 

                   ~Matthew 5:4 

 Northern Middle School 

 GCPS Central Office 

 C & C Drug Screening 
       215 S Third Street 
       Oakland, Md 21550 

Random Drug Testing Locations 

Winter Weather Text Alerts 
If you would like to receive text alerts from Ronnie  

when weather decisions have been made please call  
the office to be on the list. 

 
 **** if you are already receiving these  

alerts there is no need to call.**** 

Tips for School 
Bus Drivers 
 Always do a pre-trip inspection prior to 
every run to check for mechanical defects that 

could jeopardize safety. 

 Be reliable and dependable –             
Your students count on you every day! 

 Establish a positive relationship with your 
students. You are the first authority figure they 
encounter, and you set the tone for the day. 

 Check to make sure all of the children 
unloading from the bus are at a place of   
safety before deactivating your 8–way light 
system and moving the school bus. 

 Do not allow children to exit the bus     
before all traffic has come to a complete stop 

and the safety equipment has been engaged. 

 After unloading all children at the school 
or after your last stop, make sure to do a   
post-trip of your bus and check to make sure 
that no child has been left on the bus. 

 Be prepared to act appropriately in   

emergency and crash situations. Your actions 
could mean the difference between life and 
death. 

 Be sure to provide adequate instruction 
so that every student is familiar with school 
bus emergency procedures and equipment 

use, as well as the safe loading and unloading 
procedures. 



Garrett County Public Schools 

Transportation Department 

40 South Second Street 

Oakland, Md 21550 

Phone: 301.334.8907 

Fax: 301.334.7642 

Safe winter driving tips 

Through their own experience with different 

situations that occur during winter weather, 

professionals have offered the following 

advice to bus drivers: 

Slow down. In bad weather conditions, it 

is more important to keep the passengers 

safe than it is to stay on schedule. 

Anticipate poor or dangerous road  

conditions. Keep greater distances      

between you and other objects, which will 

give you more time to react to things you 

may encounter on your route. 

 

 

 

Control your skid. If your vehicle goes into a skid, steer 

in the direction of the skid, but don’t overcompensate. 

Drive defensively. Be careful of other motorists when 

entering intersections and always be aware of the traffic 

around you. 

Keep the snow off the roof of your bus. 

Keep the eight light warning system clear of snow. 

As the leaves begin to change and fall is in the air, the world begins to slow down and settle in for 
shorter days and cooler nights. It’s around this same time the excitement of a new school year begins 
to wear off as students relax into the familiar routine of school. Gone are those first few weeks of        
arriving early at the bus stop eager to get to school. 
 
As the school year progresses, attendance and tardiness begin to rise negatively impacting a student’s ability to learn. Research shows  

that missing 10 percent of the school year, or about 18 days in most districts, negatively affects a student’s academic performance. That’s 

just two days a month and considered chronic absence. What’s worse, by sixth grade, chronic absence becomes a leading indicator that a 

student will drop out of high school. 

 

Absenteeism and its ill effects start early. Studies show that one in 10 kindergarten and first grade students are chronically absent. Some 

may think “no harm no foul” for such young students. However, poor attendance early on can influence whether children read proficiently  

by the end of third grade or will be held back. 

 

Typically, these statistics don't affect the first couple of weeks of school when everyone is excited for a fresh start and ready to get back. 

But as the energy of a new school year begins to wear off and we all settle into the daily routine of schoolwork, we begin to see students 

either arriving late to the bus stop, missing the bus and reporting to school tardy, or worse being absent altogether.   

 

When it comes to students' academic success, the yellow bus plays a critical role; more so than one may think. It's more than providing the 

safest transportation option for students to get to and from school. Buses have an even greater impact on helping schools prevent tardiness 

and non-illness related absences by delivering a massive number of students to school on time each day.  

 

According to American School Bus Council, an estimated 480,000 school buses transport 26 million students who attend school each day  

in the United States. Making sure those students are arriving to school on time and ready to learn is critical to the academic experience. 

 

When students miss the bus, data shows they will have a difficult time getting to school on time. In fact, a missed school bus often results  

in students arriving late or completely missing the day altogether. Consider the impact missing a school bus can have on a students’     

academic performance. 

 

And according to the statistics listed earlier, it’s clear the more a child is in school the better chance he or she has succeeding.                  

So this school year, remember the impact your Yellow Bus is having on students’ academic performance and on the school system as        

a whole – you’re more than safe transportation, you’re the driving force of our future. 

 

Source: School Transportation News (Sept 22, 2015) 

IT’S MORE THAN A YELLOW BUS,                                                                

IT’S THE TICKET TO ACADEMIC ACHIEVEMENT 


