
FROM THE CCR CORNER 

Important Dates: 

October 18—Real Deal SX 

October 22—Real Deal NH 

October 23—Science Briefing 

October 28—Service Learning  

 Meeting 

October 28—Governor’s Mini- 

 Grant Meeting in Washington 

 County 

October 29—County-wide  

 Envirothon Training Day—

 HEEC 

October 30—Math Briefing 

 

Coming in November: 

November 7—Real Deal SH 

November 8—Real Deal NX 

November 15—Deadline to  

 register schools for Science 

 Fair—Pittsburgh Regional 

 

 

 

“Creativity is the secret 

sauce to science,  

technology, engineering, 

and math.” 
Ainissa Ramirez 

Purpose: 
The purpose of a this newsletter is to provide an overview of any business related 

to College and Career Readiness for all principals.  As I am learning all the facets 

of my new position, I realize that it is difficult to sift through all the information and 

target those who need to know so I decided to produce this newsletter to assist in 

disseminating information.  It will also be posted on our web page so that if there 

are links, etc. they can be accessed by any staff member who might need them.  

Currently, there is not a location that is “staff only”  so I may end up sending this 

electronically.  This is an experimental attempt and any feedback, ideas, or infor-

mation that you care to share is appreciated.  Thanks! 

Michelle Harman 
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Governor’s Mini Grant  
Recipients 
In an effort to unite Maryland in Stream and Watershed Restoration, Governor O’Malley 
offered a one-time only initiative to award schools with mini-grants for projects aimed at 
community streams and watersheds.  A mini-grant was received by Northern Garrett 
High School with the intention to expand the project to Southern Garrett High School.  
The total grant amount awarded in conjunction with Chesapeake Bay Foundation is 
$1500.   

As a part of the project, students will continue their efforts to remove invasive species, 
restore native trees and work cooperatively with area agencies and landowners to re-
store the Brook Trout population in Cove Run/Youghiogheny Watershed.   

In addition to the grant activities, students took part in a trail clean-up on the Timothy 
Umbel Trail on Friday, September 27 as a part of their Day of Service.  Students in 
Honors II, AP Environmental Science, and Carpentry worked together with Ms. Kenyon-
Sisler, Mrs. Mary Ann Umbel and Mr. Alan Klotz of the DNR Fisheries Division.   

Special thanks go out to all who helped with this project and for those who donated 
time, talents, and materials!   

What is Service 
Learning? 
In order to address MSDE recommen-

dations, modifications to our Service 

Learning Plan may be taking place.  

The overall plan is to award more credit 

for hours already being completed, 

revisit lessons to link them to Common 

Core and 7 Best Practices, and work 

towards possible high school credit for 

“above and beyond” service.  As we 

move forward, changes will be deliber-

ate and communicated to all staff with 

increasing involvement from stakehold-

ers.  For now, continue with Service 

Learning as it has been and keep your 

eyes open for possible changes.   

      The Seven Best Practices: 

1. Meets Community Need 

2. Achieves Curricular Objectives 

3. Includes Reflection 

4. Develops Responsibility 

5. Community Partnerships 

6. Planning Ahead 

7. Equip Students with Knowledge 

and Skills Needed for Service 

PREPARATION 
ACTION    

REFLECTION 

Water Quality Testing 

 

Students work to clear 

the Timothy Umbel Trail 

and remove debris dur-

ing their Day of Service. 
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Youth  

Development 

 

I attended the Youth De-

velopment Meeting at 

MSDE in September.   

During this meeting, we 

shared information about 

Anti-Bullying Initiatives 

and heard a presentation 

on a successful school 

culture reform effort to 

end bullying. In Howard 

County. 

We also had the pleasure 

of seeing a great presen-

tation from Baltimore 

SHOCK TRAUMA nurse, 

Ruth Adeola, MS, RN.  

Ms. Adeola is the Coordi-

nator of the Violence 

and Injury Prevention 

Program of the R. Ad-

ams Cowley Shock 

Trauma Center of Balti-

more.  She shared a 

very moving presentation 

about the dangers of dis-

tracted driving.  We are 

exploring the possibilities 

of having a presentation 

in Garrett County to help 

us in our efforts to pro-

mote safe-driving for our 

students.   

We are hoping to partner 

with Allegany County to 

hold assemblies in our 

schools and possible 

evening events for par-

ents in a regional presen-

tation.   

If your school needs any 

assistance with issues 

related to Youth Develop-

ment, please call my of-

Lisa Bender & Southern High Students Recog-
nized by USA Today and Featured in Video 

Lisa Bender was the recipient of Discover’s Pathway to Finan-

cial Success Grant and was featured on Monday Money.   

The focus of the video was Bender’s use of the $41,000 grant she 
obtained for her financial literacy class, a course of study that is 
required for all students to graduate.  Mrs. Bender used the funds 
to purchase iPads for her students to expedite her teaching meth-
ods and allow students to be online and able to use technology in 
the classroom.   

Mrs. Bender is interviewed at length in the video as well as stu-
dents, Amy Rush and Ben Reichard, among others.  (portions re-

printed from The Republican Newspaper) 

Visit the link to see more! 
http://www.9news.com/video/default.aspx?  

NEXT GENERATION SCIENCE STANDARDS 
As you may know, Maryland accepted the Next Generation Science Standards 

and some counties are already working on implementation although the state has 

not required anything specific as of yet.  The Science Briefing will take place next 

week as which time I hope to gain some insight into what our next steps should be 

with respect to implementation.  

In the meantime, if your school needs assistance with Next Gen, I would be happy 

to share resources through email or by visiting and presenting to teachers.  I will 

also provide some links that might be valuable to teachers.  Maryland is currently 

working on creating a “Common Core” component for science by utilizing the Next 

Gen Standards.  They can be a little difficult to understand or ‘”unpack.”  It is my 

hope to visit all schools and present a general overview in the coming weeks at a 

time convenient to your school. 

I also submitted a Professional Development Grant Request for Math-Science 

Partnership which hopefully will be awarded and allow us to make some headway 

in communicating throughout the county and collaborating as we experience the 

changes in our curriculum. 

Next Generation Overview: 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=o9SrSBGDNfU&list=PLllVwaZQkS2rtZG_L7ho89oFsaYL3kUWq 

http://www.9news.com/video/default.aspx?bctid=2726753398001&odyssey=mod%7Cnewswell%7Ctext%7CFRONTPAGE%7Cfeatured
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=o9SrSBGDNfU&list=PLllVwaZQkS2rtZG_L7ho89oFsaYL3kUWq
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=o9SrSBGDNfU&list=PLllVwaZQkS2rtZG_L7ho89oFsaYL3kUWq
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Other Interesting 

Links: 

 
http://www.futurewecreate.com/ 
www.discoveryeducation.com 
https://discovery.app.box.com/s/
vhbsbikyn8xc2s6qa00x 

 

http://www.discoveryeducation.com/
STEM/connect-the-dots.cfm?
CFID=2935862&CFTOKEN=99736149 

 

http://virtconlive.com/ 

Garrett County Board of Education 

40 South Second Street 

Oakland, MD  21550 

301-334-8900 

 

 

STEMnet Initiative 
Northern and Southern High schools have been selected to be a part of the 

STEMnet Maryland Business Round Table STEM Innovation Initiative.  Through 

this initiative, schools will have access to resources to promote STEM inquiry as 

well as links to practicing STEM professionals to partner in their classrooms.   

This initiative is at no cost to the county and enables us to access resources and 

participate with an obligation to complete activities and evaluations.  This initiative 

is a part of the Governor’s Maryland STEM Initiative.   

Principals and Superintendents from STEM Innovation High Schools will be invited 

to meet on November 7 to be recognized at a Maryland Business Roundtable 

meeting.   

It’s called a story for a reason 
If you have any information you would like me to share via this newsletter or if you 

have any feedback, please contact me at 301-334-8911 or  

michelle.harman@arrettcountyschools.org.  I hope to expand the contents to in-

clude all of Secondary Education if this format works.   

Coming up… 

More information on Science Fair, STEM EXPO, Biomedical Project Lead the Way, 

College 101 and more! 
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