
FROM THE CCR CORNER 

Important Dates: 

November 1—MSDE Team            

November 5—P20 Meeting 

November 7—Real Deal SH 

November 8—Real Deal NX 

 Secondary visit to Green  

 way Environmental  

 Center 

November 9—GCASC 

November 12—BOE  Mtg 

November 14/15— 

 Co-teaching PD 

November 15—Science Fair  

 Registration Deadline 

November 19  - A & S 

November 20—Review of 

 Student Ed. Planning 

 Guide 

November 21-23 MAG  

  Conference 

November 23— MASC Fall 

 Leadership Conference 

 

Coming in December: 

Dec. 3—P20 

Dec. 6—Silent Auction—NHS 5-8 

Dec. 17—Science Briefing 

“Creativity is the secret sauce to sci-

ence,  

technology, engineering, and math.” 

Ainissa Ramirez 

 

 

Since the last newsletter, I have had the pleasure of attend-

ing the MAST/TEEAM Joint Conference at Reservoir High 

School in Howard County.  I gathered some great resources 

that I will be sharing in upcoming meetings and staff de-

velopment opportunities.   

Some highlights include the use of digital devices in the 

classroom for some pretty cool instructional opportunities, 

Simplifying STEM, Easy STEM adaptations to lessons, and 

Flipped Classrooms.   

I highly recommend attending next year’s conference to 

anyone who might be interested or just becoming a mem-

ber of either organization.  There were many vendors, 

great giveaways, and raffles plus valuable sessions and 

keynote.  Well worth the drive and nominal registration 

fee. 

If there are any items of particular interest to your school, 

please contact me. 

Michelle Harman 
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Students from NHS and SHS 
joined volunteers from Soils, 
Wildlife, Forestry and Fisheries 
to practice their skills and learn 
more about the 4 standard cate-
gories of Envirothon Competi-
tion. 

Instructors Jamie Beeman and 
Rebecca Kenyon-Sisler along 
with their student teams met at 
Hickory Environmental Center 
on October 29 for workshops on 
each category.  Students 
learned how to identify various 
organisms (plant and animal), 
evaluate the health of streams, 
test pH and analyze soils and 
other skills necessary to excel 
in the Envirothon Competition in 
the spring of 2014.   

Thanks to all volunteers and 
Hickory staff for a great day of 
learning and activities! 

For more information about En-
virothon, please contact my of-
fice or Jamie Beeman/Rebecca 
Kenyon-Sisler. 

Science Briefing 
The first Science Briefing was held at 
Chesapeake Bay Environmental Cen-
ter.  Topics covered included Next Gen-
eration Science Standards (NGSS) 
Implementation and Strategies, NSTA 
Resources, Assessment Updates and 
Discussion, Summative & Formative 
assessment, Instructional Resources, 
Web-based access, LEA Implementa-
tion Strategies, Roundtable discus-
sions, STEMnet, ACHIEVE 3000, and 
updates from MSDE, MSSA, and 
MAST.   

The state is currently working on their 
transition to NGSS which includes the 
following: 

2013-2014—Research HS sequences 

2013-2015—PreK-12 Scope and Seq. 

2013-2016— Provide Instructional 
Models with NGSS Performance Ex-
pectations 

2013-2018—Provide technical assis-
tance with implementation to LEAs. 

2017-2018—Full implementa-

tion PreK-12 

 All NGSS Scope & Se-
quence in place                     

for all systems  

AND  

Local Curricular documents 
aligned to state documents 

and NGSS. 

SHS and NHS 
Students 
Train for  

Envirothon  

SHS students perform soil tests using test kits. 

SHS students examine perch to 

learn identification techniques. 

NHS team members learn tree identifica-

tion from Louise Uphole during Forestry 

Training. 

Instructors Randy Brown and Rob Har-

vey from DNR present information on 

Wildlife identification as well as tips for 

testing in the Wildlife section of the 

Envirothon. 
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Math Briefing 

I was unable to attend the 

Math Briefing as I helped 

facilitate the Middle 

School Science Meeting 

at GC on October 30.  

Jane Wildesen did attend 

and some highlights of 

that meeting include: 

 MSDE Blackboard 

Resources 

 Site Information 

FROM MSDE:  We are 

very excited to offer the 

state Curriculum Man-

agement/Learning Man-

agement system to Mar-

yland stakeholders.  

The Maryland State De-

partment of Education 

(MSDE) Blackboard 

Learn URL is https://

msde.blackboard.com 

 High School Courses 

necessary with Sen-

ate Bill 740—we are 

currently working with 

Garrett on this 

 Student Modules:  

https://

msde.blackboard.co

m  

If you would like assis-

tance with using the re-

sources or need more 

information, contact our 

offices or MSDEBlack-

board@msde.state.md.us  

Here is Donna Watts 

“drop box”  in which 

you can find important 

math info. 

https://www.dropbox.com/

sh/vgow7cnlixbupb6/

AA8YJOyC9v  

Middle School Science Teachers Meet 
  

All instructors from SX and NX met at Garrett College to align their 
curriculum and discuss implementation of the NGSS.  Currently, 
slight modifications are being made to grade 6 at SX with NX 
to follow in 2014-2015.  We are awaiting more specific direc-
tion from MSDE before forging too much ahead.  However, teach-
ers worked hard to analyze current curriculum and identify changes 
that will need to take place for the transition by 2017-2018.   
 
We also discussed Science Fair and the issues that arise with 
scheduling, etc.  This year, we will continue to participate in the Re-
gional Pittsburgh ISEF Fair with a Science Showcase in the spring 
of all of our students’ work.  In the meantime, we will work to ad-
dress some of the concerns that teachers have with respect to Sci-
ence Fair.   
 
I will be working with all teachers, K-12, to assist in the transition 
once I receive more direction from the state.  I am also awaiting the 
MSP Grant notification (fingers crossed) that will allow sup-
port for Professional Development.  Slight modifications have been 
requested and I am working on those right now.   
 
And check out this video for a glimpse into the value of sci-
ence curiosity and research as well as science instruction and 
science fair participation: 
 
FROM COLBERT: 
http://www.colbertnation.com/the-colbert-report-videos/430096/
october-30-2013/jack-andraka  
 
FROM TED TALKS: 
http://www.ted.com/talks/
jack_andraka_a_promising_test_for_pancreatic_cancer_from_a_te
enager.html  
 
A big “thank you” to the middle school staff (and administra-
tion for their support) for their hard work, collaboration, and 
professionalism!  It was a pleasure to work with you. 

 

Policy and Procedure Changes 

Paul and I are working along with guidance and administrators to 
adjust the current percent grade reporting to a 4.0 scale.  The poli-
cies affected by this change will be presented at the December 
BOE meeting, if all goes as planned.  We are currently identifying 
areas in policy that are subsequently affected as well as within the 
SEPG (Student Educational Planning Guide).   

The transition will still allow for percentages to be available but will 
add the unweighted and weighted 4.0 (5.0) scale score.  Look for 
more information at the December BOE meeting.  Or contact us if 
you have questions. 
 

https://msde.blackboard.com
https://msde.blackboard.com
https://msde.blackboard.com
https://msde.blackboard.com
https://msde.blackboard.com
mailto:MSDEBlackboard@msde.state.md.us
mailto:MSDEBlackboard@msde.state.md.us
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/vgow7cnlixbupb6/AA8YJOyC9v
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/vgow7cnlixbupb6/AA8YJOyC9v
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/vgow7cnlixbupb6/AA8YJOyC9v
http://www.colbertnation.com/the-colbert-report-videos/430096/october-30-2013/jack-andraka
http://www.colbertnation.com/the-colbert-report-videos/430096/october-30-2013/jack-andraka
http://www.ted.com/talks/jack_andraka_a_promising_test_for_pancreatic_cancer_from_a_teenager.html
http://www.ted.com/talks/jack_andraka_a_promising_test_for_pancreatic_cancer_from_a_teenager.html
http://www.ted.com/talks/jack_andraka_a_promising_test_for_pancreatic_cancer_from_a_teenager.html
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Other Interesting 

Links: 

 

Garrett County Board of Education 

40 South Second Street 

Oakland, MD  21550 

301-334-8900 

 

Coming up… 

Engineering and STEM for 
Elementary and Project 
Lead the Way Elementary 

Kick-off in MD. 

STEMnet Initiative Update 

As mentioned previously, Northern and Southern High schools have been selected to be a part of 

the STEMnet Maryland Business Round Table STEM Innovation Initiative.  The official “kick-off” 

is November 7 at a Maryland Business Roundtable meeting.  More information to follow regard-

ing training and resources. 

It’s called a story for a reason 

If you have any information you would like me to share via this newsletter or if you have any 

feedback, please contact me at 301-334-8911 or  

michelle.harman@arrettcountyschools.org.  I hope to expand the contents to include all of Sec-

ondary Education if this format works.   

 

 
Teachers Participate in Mini-Grant Stream Restoration Project Training  

at Claud E. Kitchens Environmental Center 
 
I had the pleasure of participating in the Governor’s Schoolshed Training along 
with Liz Gilbert and Rebecca Kenyon-Sisler on October 28 in Clear Spring, MD.  
I am also pleased to announce that Liz and Swan Meadow will also be re-
ceiving a $1500 grant.  (More information on their project in coming news-
letters and on the website). 
 
During the day, we participated in physical and chemical 
analysis of a local stream, collection and identification of 
macro-invertebrates, use of new techniques for stream 
health analysis, and many other hands-on activities relat-
ed to stream health analysis.   
 
We also were trained in the use of National Geographic’s 
FieldScope for sophisticated mapping and graphing using 
computer technology—specifically designed for environ-
mental studies.  The participants will receive further train-
ing and incorporate this technology into their stream studies.   

 
For more information on the respective projects or to learn more about stream studies that you might perform with your 

students, please contact my office or Liz/Rebecca.   
 
It is my hope to begin a wide-range of stream analysis in the coun-
ty and to identify other critical issues in which students can design 
service-learning and science research projects to improve and pre-
serve the beautiful resources that Garrett County offers to her resi-
dents and visitors. 
 

 

 


