
 

 

FROM THE CCR  

CORNER 

What’s Happening? 

 

JUNE 8-18, 2014 I attended the AP Biolo-

gy Reading in Kansas City, MO.  I have in-

formation to share that applies to all AP in-

structors and some specialized information 

for those who teach biology. 

 

JUNE 23—27, 2014  I attended portions of 

the ZEST4 TECH conference at FSU and it 

was REALLY great1  I encourage anyone to 

consider participating next year as I received 

some truly worthwhile resources that I have 

already typed up to share with everyone.  I 

also participated in a panel discussion with 

grad. Students regarding the challenges of 

education, particularly for students with spe-

cial needs. 

 

JUNE 30—JULY 1, 2014  I was privileged 

to attend the Teacher of the Year Cruise with 

Mrs. Baker and Mr. Wolf.  We had a great 

time networking with administrators and 

TOYS from the state. 

 

JULY 22—23, 2014   College and Career 

Ready Academy in Hagerstown 

 

AUGUST 4—8, 2014  I will be participating 

in a week-long environmental program 

through Chesapeake Bay Foundation 

Summer Reflections 
 
July 1, 2014 marked the completion of my 1st year at the Central Office.  
As I reflected on the year (which flew by faster than I could ever have 
imagined) I am happy with the work that Secondary Education accom-
plished but I also see some areas for growth and improvement.  Part of 
my own personal goal for next school year is to be IN schools more 
frequently—to not let the day-to-day office tasks pull me away from 
the most important aspect of my position.  I hope to lend more support, 
observe more classrooms, share resources, and work with teachers 
wherever I am needed to assist and improve instruction.  I also hope to 
do a better job of supporting new staff members, becoming more in-
volved in the career and technical areas, sharing resources, writing and 
facilitating grants, and listening to the needs and concerns of teachers 
and students.  I have found that I have the opportunity to attend brief-
ings, meetings, and conventions but often do not share enough about 
what I have learned during those experiences.  I have already started 
to compile resources from events that I have attended this late spring/
summer.  
 
When I moved to Oakland, I wondered if I would miss NHS, the work 
that I did with students/staff, and the many other aspects of teaching.  
While I certainly do miss all of those, I feel like I can make a different 
sort of impact from Central Office and I will work as hard as I can to 
make that a reality.  I remind you to call upon us to help you in what-
ever way we can. 

             Michelle Harman 
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 July 2014 
 

“Nobody else can make anybody else learn anything. You cannot make them. Anymore than if you are a gardener 

you can make flowers grow, you don’t make the flowers grow. You don’t sit there and stick the petals on and put 

the leaves on and paint it. You don’t so that. The flower grows itself. Your job if you are any good at it is to pro-

vide the optimum conditions for it to do that, to allow it to grow itself.”  

(Keynote Speech to the Music Manifesto State of Play conference by Sir Ken Robinson)  

http://www.brainhe.com/resources/documents/sir_ken_robinson_musicmanifestoconfkeynote07.pdf
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Fun with the Teachers of the Year on the 

Lady Sarah! 
 

Congratulations once more to Mr. Ryan Wolf who was 

selected as the Garrett County Teacher of the Year for 

2014-2015.  His year of fun, educational activities has al-

ready started with trips to D.C., visits with Senator 

Delaney, the TOY cruise and more!  During the summer 

he will be headed to MPT for his studio-recorded inter-

view.  Later in the summer, the finalists will be names and 

more interviews will be occurring for those lucky individu-

als.   

 

The cruise was special for me because my former student, 

Mrs. Dana Jo (Braskey) Reindhart (NHS Class of ’99) 

was the Allegany Teacher of the Year.  It was great to cel-

ebrate not only Mr. Wolf’s outstanding work as an instruc-

tor but to also share in Dana’s celebration.  Although it 

was a hot and steamy day in Annapolis/St. Michael’s, the 

wind and waves made for a beautiful day filled with net-

working and enthusiasm for education.   

 

 

All the Teachers of  the Year and county coordinators/

administrators at St. Michael’s Lighthouse. 

Me with Dana Reinhardt  
before we set sail! 
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Some portside clowns we ran 

into before we left port….. 
Ryan being interviewed about his 

philosophies regarding education 

for video production. 

 

St. Michael’s for lunch, shopping, and Maritime  

Museum Tour! 
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ZEST 4 TECH—Several Garrett County teachers and administra-
tors attended the ZEST 4 TECH during June 23—June 27, 2014.  I 
only attended a day-long presentation by Dr. Tammy Worcester-
Tang. After I heard about other activities of the week, I wished that I 
had attended more but I absolutely loved Tammy and encourage 
you to check out her resources at http://tammyworcester.com/ or 
google Tips for Teaching by Tammy Worcester.  I have the entire 
presentation typed up and hope to share it with those who are in-
terested in a small meeting to highlight the resources she shared. 

During June, I also heard Dr. Bonnie Bassler  (http://www.ted.com/
talks/bonnie_bassler_on_how_bacteria_communicate) from Prince-
ton, Ms. Ann Brokaw from Biointeractives/HHMI, Dr. Jay Mager  
(http://wpiper1.files.wordpress.com/2013/02/american-scientist.pdf) 
from Ohio Northern University, and Ms. Kathy Van Hoeck  (http://
york.elmhurst205.org/kvanhoeck) from York Community High 
School during the AP Reading in Missouri.  I have summarized 
their presentations for any science/bio people who might be inter-
ested.   

Lastly, I also gathered some resources from AP, College Board, 
and ETS.  If anyone is interested in item writing for ETS, scor-
ing AP tests for AP/College Board, or in any other information 
regarding AP instruction or resources, let me know.  Instruc-
tors who are eligible for item writing or scoring must have 3+ years 
of AP teaching experience.   


