
 

 

FROM THE CCR CORNER 

Important Dates: 

January 

Jan. 4- Robotics Kick-Off  

  @ GEARS 10:00 a.m. 

Jan. 7—P20 

Jan. 11—GCASC Meeting—

   Perkin’s 9:00 a.m. 

Jan. 13—SL Briefing  

Jan. 14—BOE Meeting 

Jan. 15—FSU MLW  

  Leadership Workshop 

Jan. 16—Prof. Dev./3 hr early 

  dismissal 

Jan. 18/19—End of Term 

Jan. 20—MLK—NO SCHOOL 

Jan. 21—A & S 

Jan. 23—Math Briefing 

Jan. 25—SATs at GC /Alleg. 

HSAs—Good Luck! 

Upcoming in February….. 

Feb. 8—ACTs at AC/Leg. Ses-

sion MASC 

Feb. 11—BOE Meeting 

Feb. 15—GCASC @ Perkin’s 

Feb. 17—Presidents’ Day—NO 

SCHOOL 

Feb. 18—A & S 

Feb. 24—Lobbying Day 

Feb. 27—Science Briefing 

Happy New Year! 
 

 I hope that you had a restful and enjoyable break and are ready to return to 

your schools for 2014 and the upcoming end of the semester.  Since the last 

newsletter, we have had the distinct honor of Northern High School being 

named a Maryland Blue Ribbon School!  Congratulations to the administration, 

staff, parents, and students of NGHS for this accomplishment and best wishes 

in the National Competition.   

 Also, December saw the LEGO LEAGUE competition hosted at Northern 

High School.  Thanks to Mr. Chuck Trautwein and all the students, parents, and 

coaches for their hard work and enthusiasm.  Congratulations to all the teams 

who walked away with recognition and 

awards. 

 I am currently working on plans for 

STEM/Science professional development 

and hopefully grant implementation for 

Spring 2014. I also have some 

great resources to share regarding 

Transition Courses and Math/

Disciplinary Literacy.   

 Michelle Harman 

News from College and Career Readiness and Secondary Education 
Maryland Virtual Learning - Service Learning - Youth Development/Student Leadership -  CTE: 
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Science  
Updates 

 

The Maryland State Science Brief-

ing was held on December 17 at 

Hagerstown Community College.  

Topics included MSDE Resources 

for Teaching and Learning, 

PARCC Sample Assessment 

Items, NGSS Science and Engi-

neering Practices, NGSS Shifts 

and Implementation Strategies, 

and updates from MSDE, MSSA, 

and MAST.   

Time was devoted to examining 

graduation requirements in CO-

MAR for science, curricular align-

ments in LEAs, PreK-12 Sequenc-

ing, and Professional Development 

needs.  As mentioned previously, 

MSDE is recommending attention 

to Science and Engineering Prac-

tices of NGSS in LEAs while await-

ing direction from MSDE for further 

changes. 

For more information about the re-

sources discussed above, please 

check out the following sites: 

http://www.parcconline.org/ 
 

http://
www.nextgenscience.org/  

 
https://msde.blackboard.com/
webapps/portal/frameset.jsp  

 
http://www.achieve.org/EQuIP  

 
http://mdk12.org/

assessments/  
 

http://www.pearsonaccess.com/  

Child Care Students Visit Area  
Child Care Facilities 

 
 

 
 
 

 
SHS students at 
Ruby Memorial 
Hospital Child  
Development  

Center 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

SHS students at 
WVU  

Children's Learning 
Center        

 
 

Students in Mrs. Barb Law’s Child Care classes traveled to 

Morgantown to visit two Child Care Facilities on December 5, 

2013.  During the trip, students were provided with tours of 

the Ruby Memorial Hospital Child Development Center and 

the WVU Children’s Learning Center.   

Directors of both facilities spoke to the students about their 

respective facilities, working in Child Care/Child Develop-

ment, building a resume and preparing for the world of work 

as well as (specifically) careers in Child Care and Early 

Childhood. 

Both facilities work with over 300 students and their families 

so students got a great overview of large-scale Child Care 

Operations. 

http://www.parcconline.org/parcc-assessment
http://www.nextgenscience.org/
http://www.nextgenscience.org/
https://msde.blackboard.com/webapps/portal/frameset.jsp
https://msde.blackboard.com/webapps/portal/frameset.jsp
http://www.achieve.org/EQuIP
http://mdk12.org/assessments/
http://mdk12.org/assessments/
http://www.pearsonaccess.com/
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SREB Transition 

Course Training 

As a part of my work on Tran-

sition Courses, I was selected 

to attend an event hosted by 

the Southern Regional Educa-

tion Board in Atlanta, GA, Dec. 

8 –11, 2013.  After the ice 

storm and several cancelled 

flights, I finally arrived (late) in 

GA to participate in what hap-

pened to be an extremely in-

formative training. 

During the training, I elected 

to participate in the Discipli-

nary Literacy  portion as it 

seemed to have the most 

wide-spread application upon 

my return to GC.  In the train-

ing, I learned a great deal 

about literacy in the content 

areas of English, Biology, and 

History as well as many gen-

eral applications which could 

be applied to any content.   

The courses developed are 

available 100% free of cost for 

anyone.  They may be a con-

sideration for high schools, 

colleges, or even as independ-

ent student preparation/

remediation for assessments. 

The courses are available at: 

http://www.sreb.org/page/1508/
sreb_readiness_courses.html  

Policy and Procedure Changes 
 

As mentioned in the last CCR News, Guidance, Principals and Sec-
ondary Education met to review all policies and procedures related 
to converting to a 4.0 GPA reporting scale.  Many colleges and uni-
versities request that student grades be reported to them on the 4.0 
scale so converting to 4.0 will save time when providing student in-
formation to these institutions.  Percentage scores will still be availa-
ble and reported as well.   
 
The recommended changes include awarding 1.0 point for AP 
courses, 0.5 for Honors and 0.25 for Merit.  The changes to the poli-
cies and procedures should be heard by the Board of Education at 
the upcoming meeting January14, 2014.  

 

Transition Courses Update 

 

Currently, MSDE is in the process of reviewing SB740 Require-
ments for Transition Courses and testing for College and Career 
Readiness.  I am serving on a state-wide committee to address 
each of the seven reporting requirements of SB740.  As a part of the 
process, our subcommittees are now meeting to draft recommenda-
tions for each component.   
 
I am serving on the subcommittee which is examining the criteria 
which should be utilized for testing and determining College and  
Career Readiness.  The committee is composed of K-12, MSDE, 
and Higher Education individuals.  Our last discussion revolved 
around current testing measures used by all levels and the possible 
use of ACUPLACER, SAT, ACT, PARCC, and other standardized 
tests to evaluate student “readiness.”   
 
These tests would be administered to students in high school.  
Those students who do not meet the necessary criteria for CCR will 
then be placed into Transition Courses.  Our subcommittee also dis-
cussed what College and Career Ready means—how do you meas-
ure both?   
 
We will continue to meet in our subcommittees and as a larger com-
mittee, formalize our thoughts in a rough draft,  and eventually sub-
mit our recommendations to the Governor.  If you have any ques-
tions or would like to discuss the seven key reporting requirements, 
please contact me.   
 
SENATE BILL 740 can be 
found at: 
 
http://mgaleg.maryland.gov/
webmga/frmMain.aspx?

http://www.sreb.org/page/1508/sreb_readiness_courses.html
http://www.sreb.org/page/1508/sreb_readiness_courses.html
http://mgaleg.maryland.gov/webmga/frmMain.aspx?pid=billpage&stab=02&id=sb0740&tab=subject3&ys=2013RS
http://mgaleg.maryland.gov/webmga/frmMain.aspx?pid=billpage&stab=02&id=sb0740&tab=subject3&ys=2013RS
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Garrett County Board of Education 

40 South Second Street 

Oakland, MD  21550 

301-334-8900 

 

Coming up… 

STEM grant infor-
mation, SL training 
information, SREB 
Transition Course in-
troduction at high 
schools, STEM Expo 

and more! 

ART, SCIENCE, & ENGLISH Competition! 

Cash prizes for high school students, teachers, and schools. 

Three sets of prizes will be awarded in the areas of Art, Essay, Advocacy. 
 

Art, essay, or advocacy – it's your choice. 

Can you create artwork that sends an important message about the Ocean 

and Plastics Pollution? Our ARToption may be right up your alley. 

Do you like to research and write? Our ESSAYoption is for you!   

Are you into educating the public or rallying community support for the 

ocean? OurADVOCACY option allows you to 

do just that.learn more >http://

www.fromthebowseat.org/contest.php  

Work alone or with your friends. 

Because complicated issues like this are best 

considered with interdisciplinary research and a collaborative problem solving 

approach, we invite you to participate in this year's contest as anINDIVIDU-

AL or as aGROUP.  The contest runs through June 15, 2014, and is open  

to high school students. 

 

LINK TO MSDE Science Briefing Updates: 

https://drive.google.com/a/garrettcountyschools.org/file/

d/0B57Jvwz7i4klRHJtNWpvQWpLMVhjS0FOODNSYjl4WWU4cGVV/edit?usp=sharing 

The 2014 National Youth Science Camp (NYSC) applications are now available on the NYSC website at http://
apply.nysc.org .  Two high school seniors will receive a full scholarship to exchange ideas with scientists and oth-
er professionals from the academic and corporate worlds.  The nearly month-long experience includes lectures 
and hands-on research projects presented by scientists from across the nation; overnight camping trips into 
the Monogahela National Forest; and a visit to Washington D.C.  The selected delegates must not only demon-
strate academic achievement in science, but also show potential for thoughtful scientific leadership.  

The NYSC experience is offered at no cost to its participants, so that selected delegates may attend regardless of 
their financial status.  Contributions to the National Youth Science Foundation® allow delegates to participate in 
this “once in a lifetime” experience.  Educational and recreational programming, as well as meals, lodging, and 
round-trip air passage on scheduled airlines are provided free of charge. 

Delegates arrive in Charleston, West Virginia, on Friday, June 27, and depart on Sunday, July 20, 2014.  The NYSC 
is held near Bartow in the eastern mountains of West Virginia, within the Monongahela National Forest.  

Applications must be submitted by Friday, March 1, 2014. 

                                              Students may apply at http://apply.nysc.org . 

INFO ON NEXTGEN ASSESSMENTS:  NRC report, Developing Assessments for the 

Next Generation Science Standards, was released 12.16.13 as a pre-publication docu-

ment. It can be found at: http://www.nap.edu/catalog.php?record_id=18409. The report is 

available as a free PDF download. 

NATIONAL YOUTH SCIENCE CAMP APPLICATIONS AVAILABLE! 

http://www.fromthebowseat.org/contest.php
http://www.fromthebowseat.org/contest.php
http://apply.nysc.org/
http://apply.nysc.org/
http://apply.nysc.org/
http://www.nap.edu/catalog.php?record_id=18409

