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BARN Project 1

Building Agricultural Responsibility 
in Our Neighborhood

We get by with a little 
help from our friends....

Once our barn was constructed 
we needed a fence to contain 
the animals that would be 
calling our schoolyard home. We 
are blessed to have such 
talented families who lend us a 
hand when needed! One of our 
fathers, Kenny Rinker, and his 

friend, Anthony Hardesty, 
constructed the fence. The 
students watched from their 
classroom window with great 
excitement! Students learned 
how to secure the gate and the 
importance of keeping it latched 
at all times. They anxiously 
waited for the arrival of the 
lambs. 

BARN is an educational program funded through a grant provided by the State 
Farm Youth Advisory Board. The program is designed to teach students 

sustainability practices and inspire service learning.

Getting Started...

The original idea of this program was born when teachers attended a ceremony and heard of a school in 
Kansas that had an agricultural program. At that time, Crellin Elementary was involved in a school-wide 
initiative of studying the science behind energy and environmentally friendly sustainable living practices. 
Living in an agriculture community we knew that the interest for farming already existed. Why not 
combine the two concepts and create a program that teaches sustainability and agriculture? We live in a 
community where many of our families live at or below the poverty level and do not always have access to 
healthy foods. The school has a history of using a place-based model, so creating a program that would aid 
the community was already a focus. It seems that all the ideas were there...now we just needed the funding 
to get us started! We were able to use our Intel School of Distinction award money to initiate the building of a 
barn on our campus. Rob Michael, local State Farm agent, sent us the link to the State Farm Youth Advisory 
Board grant program - it was a perfect fit! The grant funds will allow us to build a greenhouse, purchase 
needed supplies for the animals and for growing the vegetables, install a solar panel, and will support the 
research projects happening at each grade level. 

This is the first of several newsletters that will keep interested parties 
updated on events happening in our agricultural program. 
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Kenny Rinker and Anthony Hardesty 
made sure the fence was secure 
and would keep the animals safe.
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Students watched with excitement 
as the truck pulled up with the 
lambs.  

Students “helped” unload the 
lambs and showed them around 
their new home.

Rob Michael came to Crellin to 
meet the new residents. 

The original name of the town of Crellin was 
“Sunshine” so we named our new farm “Sunshine 
Farm” with the motto: Planting Seeds to Grow Our Future. 

It is our mission to use this new  program to 
engage students in activities that will promote 
sustainable living practices and a sense of 
service to their community. 
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Ashley Walters, Southern High School 
student, comes to Crellin each morning 
to assist students with barn chores. She 
uses this time as “teachable moments” 
to enrich student learning.

Kenya Rinker, Garrett College student, 
teaches an agriculture lesson to each 
class every Friday. She plans on earning 
a degree in Elementary Education. 
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BA R N  CH O R E S

Every day students from each 
classroom are responsible for 
completing the barn chores. 
These chores include feeding 
and watering the animals and 
cleaning their bedding and the 
barnyard. Students also take 
time to simply enjoy the 
animals.  

Students clean the animals’ bedding 
and the barnyard - they love to shovel!

Students feed and water the lambs.

Students enjoy their time with the 
lambs!

A L O N G  CA M E  T H E 
CH I C K E N S !

We were very excited when we 
got the word that our hens 
were ready to be picked up. We 
would be receiving six laying 
hens - three white and three 
brown. We took the hens back 
to Sunshine Farm and 
introduced them to their new 
home. They were immediately 
welcomed! Students are 
learning how to care for the 
hens to ensure they will lay 
eggs for us.

We met Mr. Sauder at Southern 
States and packed the hens in boxes. 
He raises chickens in Meyersdale, 
Pennsylvania.

Students welcomed the hens!

Students have had to learn additional 
chores to care for the chickens.

Students love finding the eggs.

The hens seem happy at Sunshine 
Farm!



R E S E A R C H  P R O J E C T S
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Each grade level is involved in a 
research project supporting our 
agricultural focus. 

Kindergarten students are 
observing the animals throughout 
the season. They are documenting 
the animal behavior and how we 
need to change our actions based 
on the animals’ needs. They will 
assist with the shearing of the 
sheep’s wool in the spring and 
learn how the wool can be used to 
make valuable products. They are 
also growing lettuce in their 
classroom, learning about the 
important parts of the plants and 
healthy eating habits. 

First grade students are engaged 
in a study to determine which 
boxes the hens choose for laying 
their eggs. They set up the study 
by filling some boxes with 
shredded paper, straw, or a 
combination of both. Each day 
they collect data on the boxes 

used, the number of eggs in each 
and the color of the eggs (first photo 
above). 

Second grade is extending first 
grades research by collecting data 
on the weight of each egg. Using a 
balance scale with gram weights, 
they weigh each egg. They check 
their data using the PASCO sensor 
program designed for us by 
Glenville College professor, Dr. 
Kevin Evans, and his class. 

Third grade is embarking on a 
study of the soil. They are busy 
learning the importance of soil to 
agriculture, what are 
characteristics of healthy soil and 
how to measure the nutrients in 
the soil. They are preparing for 
when we are ready to plant 
vegetables and for the 
introduction of the chicken tractor 
into the project. Third grade 
students visited Southern High 
School’s greenhouse and worked 

with the students and agriculture 
teacher, Mr. Kisner, to understand 
the importance of soil (middle photo 

above).  

Fourth grade students are 
investigating the movements of 
the lambs. They want to be sure 
that the lambs are getting 
adequate amounts of exercise. 
They are also interested in 
knowing if the movement of the 
lambs correlates with changing 
weather. The lambs will be 
wearing FitBits to monitor their 
movements. Fourth grade students 
serve as the school’s 
meteorologists collecting and 
reporting on the weather each day.

 

Fifth grade students are collecting 
data and monitoring the 
temperature and CO2 levels in the 
barn each morning. They are 
making sure that the air quality is 
healthy for the animals (third photo 
above). 


