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A garden is a grand 
teacher. It teaches 
patience and careful 
watchfulness; it 
teaches industry and 
thrift; above all it 
teaches entire trust.

          Gertrude Jekyll

Building Agricultural Responsibility in 
Our Neighborhood

Greenhouse Project
Crellin students prepare to grow their own food.

Through our State Farm Youth Advisory Board funding, this spring, we will 
extend our growing season by investing in a greenhouse. The food we grow 
will be used in the classroom and cafeteria as part of the food service 
program and for community consumption. We will also conduct lessons on 
preparing and canning foods for future use. 

Teaching students about the environment as well as using the environment 
to teach content skills and processes is part of our approach to teaching 
and learning. By tying sustainability and agriculture into our curriculum and 
daily routines students, parents and teachers will experience first hand 
practices that contribute to a healthy, sustainable lifestyle as well as a 
healthy environment. 

http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/authors/g/gertrude_jekyll.html
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/authors/g/gertrude_jekyll.html
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RESEARCH UPDATE : KINDERGARTEN SCENT STATIONS
Kindergarten students set up scent 
stations in the Environmental Education 
Laboratory (EEL) to monitor the types of 
animals visiting the EEL. The stations are 
set up in the hemlock forest, near Snowy 
Creek, next to the vernal pond, and in the 
meadow. Students are changing the scents 
every week. 

Photo from the camera at the meadow scent   
station.

Although we are not finding tracks that 
can be identified, we are capturing 
photographs of the animals visiting the 
stations on the trail cameras.                               

So far we are finding that the meadow 
is the most popular scent station. 

           Students help set up the cameras 
           at the scent stations.

To determine if there is a 
difference between the weight of 
the white and brown eggs, second 
grade students weigh the eggs that 
are gathered each day. They use a 

PASCO Sensor lab that was written 
specifically for them by students and 
professors at Glenville State 
College. To this date their data 
reveals that the white eggs average 
55 grams each and the brown eggs 
average 60 grams each. Fourth grade 
students are adding vegetables to 
the hens’ diet. Second grade 
students will continue to monitor 
the weight of the eggs to determine 
if the change in diet affects the eggs’ 
weight. 

SECOND GRADE RESEARCH
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RESEARCH UPDATE: FIRST GRADE EGG PROJECT
First grade students are 
collecting data on the number 
of eggs laid in the hens’ nesting 
boxes. Four of the boxes were 
filled with straw, four were filled 
with shredded paper, and two 
were filled with a combination 
of both. An analysis of the data 
showed that the hens were 
laying almost the same number 
of eggs in the boxes with the 
straw and with the paper (see 
figure below). Students thought 

the hens laid more eggs there 
because there were more boxes 
filled with these materials and 
less with the combination. 
To be sure they were conducting 
a fair study, students changed 
the materials in the boxes.  
Students put straw in three 
boxes, shredded paper in three 
boxes, a combination in three 
boxes, and saw dust in one box. 
Stay tuned for the results of 
their modified study.

 

“Leave the beaten track occasionally and dive into the woods. Every time you 
do so you will be certain to find something that you have never seen before.”

-Alexander Graham Bell

Total eggs: 

Paper 

Straw 

Paper 
&Straw 
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For more information about Crellin Elementary School check out our website: 
http://www.garrettcountyschools.org/crellin

To contact us call 301-334-4704 or email Dana McCauley at 
dana.mccauley@garrettcountyschools.org

Fourth Grade Investigates 
Chicken Feed

After reading an informational article 
in Backyard Poultry on what to feed 
laying hens, students decided to add 
vegetables to our hens’ diet. Students 
are monitoring and weighing the 
amount they are feeding the hens. 
This data will be compared to the egg 
laying data to see if there is a 
correlation between the two variables. 
If there is a positive relationship we 
can increase our egg production 
without added cost. We will report our 
findings in the next several months. 

Fifth Grade Collecting 
Bird Data 

Fifth grade students have been 
monitoring the feeders outside their 
classroom door and recording data  
as part of the Feeder Watch program. 
Twice a week for three hours students 
stand behind blinders on the windows 
and document the types of birds 
visiting the feeders. Identifying the 
species and sex of the birds takes a 
great deal of knowledge and requires 
keen observation skills. The data will 
be entered into a data sheet on the 
Cornell University Feeder Watch 
Program website as part of a national 
project. 

NORTHERN HIGH SCHOOL 
PARTNERS WITH CRELLIN’S 

THIRD GRADE 

Jeff Beitzel, a Northern High School 
teacher, is always in search of new projects 
for his students. To assist our research, Mr. 
Beitzel and his students willingly took on 
the task of designing and constructing a 
chicken tractor for our third grade 
students. Third graders will keep the 
chicken tractor in the schoolyard, allowing 
the chickens to eat from the soil. They will 
monitor the soil quality to determine when 

to move the tractor to a different location 
so not to damage the soil from the 
nutrients in the chickens’ waste and to 
provide the chickens with “fresh” food. 
Students will make observations and 
collect data on the number of eggs these 
chickens lay. 

Joke of the day...

What do you get when you cross 

a chicken with a guitar?
A chicken that makes music when you pluck it!

http://www.garrettcountyschools.org/crellin
http://www.garrettcountyschools.org/crellin
mailto:dana.mccauley@garrettcountyschools.org
mailto:dana.mccauley@garrettcountyschools.org

