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Garrett County Board of Education

Community Listening Session
Southern Garrett High School

345 Oakland Drive
Oakland, MD 21550

March 16, 2022

 
Board Members Present:     Mr. Tom Woods, Board President
                                        Mr. Rodney Glotfelty, Board Vice President
                                        Dr. Matthew Paugh, Board Member
                                        Mrs. Monica Rinker, Board Member
                                        Mr. Jason VanSickle, Board Member
 
Staff Members Present:      Ms. Barbara Baker, Superintendent
                                        Mr. Mark Greene, Manager of Communications and Public Relations
                                        Mrs. Karen Brewer, Executive Assistant to the Superintendent

 

I.    Introductions     

Ms. Barbara Baker, Superintendent, welcomed the public to the listening session at 6:04 p.m. Ms. Baker stated the purpose of the
listening session was to gather feedback, concerns, and ideas regarding the proposed grade band alignment on the Southern end of
the county. The recommended grade band alignment for the Southern end of the county is PreKindergarten – 6  grade and 7  –
12  grade schools. Ms. Baker stated that the school system is experiencing a perfect storm with requirements of the Blueprint for
Maryland’s Future legislation; declining revenue; declining enrollment (underutilization in school buildings); and state capital project
needs. Mr. Tom Woods, Board President, also welcomed the public to the meeting. He stated the protocols for the public comments.

Public Comments

Mr. Masson Smearman, a Southern Garrett High School (SGHS) student, expressed concerns regarding the Career
Technology Education (CTE) programs moving to the CTTC building in Accident.
Mr. Dallas Risser, Swan Meadow School parent, spoke on behalf of Swan Meadow School and the small schools in the county.
Mr. Risser advocated for smaller schools and provided three benefits, which include grades, student behavior, and parent
involvement.   
Ms. Johnna Collins, a SGHS student, shared concerns from the student body regarding the plan to move the two CTE
programs (automotive technology and culinary arts) to the CTTC building in Accident. Ms. Collins shared petition information
regarding the program move with the Board which included signatures from students, parents, and teachers. She also
stated there was an online petition.
Mrs. Jennifer Paugh, parent and former member of the Strategic Facilities Committee (SFC), spoke about concerns with the
grade-band alignment recommendations. Mrs. Paugh inquired why the central office was not moved to another location as
recommended by the SFC. She also advocated for small community schools.
Mr. David Moe, community member, inquired why modular units would be added to Crellin Elementary as recommended in
the Facility Utilization and Grade Band Alignment presentation. Mr. Moe requested the Board complete a 5 year or 10 year
detailed capital improvement plan and implement it. Mr. Moe supported the grade-band alignment recommendation.
Ms. Rebecca Gordan, parent of Route 40 Elementary School, requested the Board provide the same opportunity for parents
on the northern end to speak when making similar decisions in the north.  
Ms. Jaryn Teets, student at SGHS, expressed concerns with the move of the two CTE programs especially the culinary
program to the CTTC building in Accident.
Mrs. Heather Sanders, teacher and parent, expressed concerns with the grade-band alignment proposal. In particular, Mrs.
Sanders discussed issues with the 7  graders in the same school building with high school students.
Mr. Michael Henderson, community member, expressed concerns with the grade-band alignment recommendations. He
spoke about possible issues with exposing middle school students to the high school students.
Ms. Joanne Kinzy, a substitute teacher, expressed concerns with the grade-band alignment recommendations including the
possible negative social environment.
Mrs. Arlene Lantz, Swan Meadow teacher, spoke about the benefits of small community schools with the grade-band
alignment. Mrs. Lantz suggested the Board members substitute in the school system at both small and large schools. She
also supported grade-band alignment of K-8.
Mrs. Linda Ashby, grandparent, requested more information regarding the proposed grade-band alignment including the
child to teacher ratio, square footage of buildings and classrooms, and expected performance levels. She stated Broad Ford
Elementary schools enrollment has been dropping and so has the student performance levels.

Mr. Woods spoke in response to some of the community member comments and questions. He stated at the March 22, 2022, Board
Meeting, the Board will revisit the CTE program changes; will hear a presentation from the Interagency of School Construction (who
oversee public school construction projects and state funding); and will discuss the FY2023 proposed budget. Mr. Woods urged the
community to either attend the March 22, 2022, Board meeting or watch the meeting via livestream on YouTube.

The community listening session ended at 6:47 p.m.
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