
Members of the Board of Education 
Mrs. Cynthia M. Downton, President 
Mr. Thomas A. Carr, Vice-President 

Mr. Matthew A. Paugh, Associate Member 
Mr. Rodney A. Reckart, Associate Member 

Mrs. Charlotte A. Sebold, Associate Member 
John R. Major, Student Board Member 

 
Superintendent of Schools 

40 South Second Street  ●  Oakland, Maryland  21550              Dr. Janet S. Wilson 
Telephone: 301-334-8900  ●  http://www.garrettcountyschools.org 
           
        January 14, 2014 
Garrett County Board of Commissioners 
Frederick A. Thayer III Courthouse-Administration Building 
203 South Fourth Street, Room 207 
Oakland, MD 21550 
 
Dear County Commissioners, 
 

The Board of Education sincerely wants to reaffirm our gratitude to the Garrett County Board of Commissioners 
and their staff for the support and funding of the public school system for the academic year 2014-15. 
 
 No one ever wants to close a school, but in our discussions of closures, potential or real, the underlying, bitter 
reality is too often overlooked. Schools are closed because the system can no longer afford to staff them. It is a 
fundamental question of “job loss” along with the trauma that that brings to a community and more particularly to those 
faced with unemployment. The status quo funding for FY 15 has saved from 50-60 full time positions. 
 

Communities need schools. Children need teachers.  As a Board we are primarily grateful on their behalf now 
and for the near future. The promised financial support came much earlier in the school closure process with “outgoing 
year financial projections confirming that the County can provide operating funding to the Garrett County Public School 
system that is equal to Fiscal Year 2015.” 
 
 The additional school funding was offered with conditions which, although not legally permissible, were within 
the spirit of the hopes and intentions of the School Board. We look forward to working with the County to insure health 
care and to keep our schools viable. Serious challenges remain: balancing class sizes, implementing newly mandated 
curriculum, increased need for technology to name a few. These are the blueprints that the Commissioners and Board 
Members must use to build OUR future.  
 
 We eagerly anticipate mutual, on-going teamwork to see these plans to fruition and again express our heart-felt 
appreciation for what has been done thus far. 

 
Sincerely, 

 
 
 

Garrett County Board of Education 
 
cc:           Dr. Janet S. Wilson, Superintendent 
                Mr. R. Lamont Pagenhardt, County Administrator 
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