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I. Purpose 

The purpose of this policy is to set forth the procedures for appeals and hearings to the Board of 
Education of Garrett County (the Board) and to provide employees, parents and/or students an 
avenue through which to dispute a ruling or decision in a specific situation to a higher authority. 

 
This policy governs appeals and hearings within the quasi-judicial responsibilities of the Board and is 
not applicable to proceedings involving the Board's exercise of its legislative or policy-making 
function. 

 
II. Policy Statement 

 
The Board recognizes its responsibility to resolve all disputes and conflicts brought before it in a fair 
and impartial manner.  Depending on the decision being disputed, employees, parents and/or 
students are able to appeal decisions of the Superintendent through one of three avenues as 
defined in §§ 4-205(c), 6-202, and 7305(c) of the Education Article of the Annotated Code of 
Maryland.  To that end, the Board is dedicated to ensuring compliance with Maryland law to ensure 
that employees, parents and/or students have an avenue through which to appeal the decision or 
recommendation of the Superintendent. 

 
III. Definitions 

 
Code refers to the Education Article of the Annotated Code of Maryland as supplemented.  

 
Days mean calendar days unless otherwise indicated.  In computing any period of time prescribed by 
these Rules or by any applicable statute, the day of the act or event after which the designated 



 

 

period of time begins to run is not included.  Saturdays, Sundays, and legal holidays shall be 
counted.  In calculating the number of days required to perform an act under these Rules (e.g., filing 
a notice of appeal), if the last day falls on a Saturday, Sunday, legal holiday, or other day when the 
Board's central office is closed, then the last day for performance of the act under these Rules shall 
be extended to the next regular business day when the Board's central office is open. 

 
Filed or filing as used in these Rules means the delivery of papers to the Board's central office on or 
before the papers are due, or depositing the papers in the United States mail before the date the 
papers are due.  Postmarked dates will be accepted if sent by certified mail. 

 
Party or parties include each person, group, or entity named or admitted as a party, including a 
student, a parent, parent surrogate, or guardian of a student, and shall include the Superintendent.  
The presiding officer may permit any other person, group, or entity to participate for limited 
purposes upon satisfactory demonstration of the nature and extent of its interest. 

 
Presiding Officer means the Board's President; or in the President’s absence, the Vice President or in 
the absence of both, a member designated by the President, or, in the absence of such designation, 
by the Board.  In the event that the Board refers the appeal to a hearing examiner pursuant to Code 
Section 6-203, the designated hearing examiner shall be the Presiding Officer for the evidentiary 
hearing. 

 
Quorum consists of three (3) members of the Board of Education. 

 
Section 4-205(c) appeals — Appeals of the final decision of the Superintendent in any matter 
involving the policies, procedures, rules and regulations of the Board of Education and the proper 
administration of the school system.  This includes, but is not limited to, appeals relating to the 
suspension or dismissal of non-certificated staff. 

 
Section 7-305(c) appeals — Appeals of the final decision of the Superintendent related to 
suspensions or expulsions of students for more than ten (10) days. 

 
Section 6-202 hearings — Hearings related to the suspension or dismissal of certificated professional 
staff.  These are initiated by a recommendation of the Superintendent, but not by any final action. 

 
State Board means the Maryland State Board of Education. 

 
Written notice as it applies to an action by the Superintendent or the Board shall be effective upon 
the sooner of the date said notice is postmarked and deposited in the United States mail for first-
class delivery postage pre-paid to the party's last known address or the date of actual delivery. 

 
IV. Expectations for Evaluation, Review, and Updates 

 
This policy will be reviewed and evaluated according to the Board's review schedule and as federal 
and/or state law and regulations change. 

  


